
Evil plots and cruel, devious
schemes in the basement: no, not
maths homework, but the senior
school production of the comedy
chiller, ‘A Tomb with a View!’

The cast of eleven from classes
5A2, Remove and L6 threw them-
selves into the malevolent machi-
nations of the plot with great relish,
as every character was gradually
bumped off in increasingly out-
landish ways.  Whilst Adam Duce
as the dishonest solicitor
Penworthy planned to steal the
Tombs family fortune, the sinister
siblings Marcus (Bader Al

Rasheed), Lucien (Matthew Gibbs),
Dorian (Oliver Bird), Emily (Ashton
Snow) and Marian (Isabella Dudley)
conspired to kill off their unexpect-
ed guests, Guinevere Touché
(Esther Bateman) and Perry
Percival (Fletcher Dobinson).  Only
the kindly nurse Anne (Danielle
Face) seemed to offer any good-
ness in the household - but was
she all she seemed to be?  In a final
surprise twist, Lurch the butler
(Tully Reynolds) triumphed to inher-
it a vast fortune, renaming the fam-
ily estate Lurch Manor!

Set in the atmospheric vaults

below the school, the production
proved so popular that additional
performances were held, with the
general consensus that ‘A Tomb
with a View’ was wicked fun!
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Donkey
Sanctuary
Form 3 had the pleasure of meeting
some donkeys on the school fields
one sunny afternoon this term.

The setting was idyllic and the chil-
dren loved meeting their new found
friends Dixie and Jill.  They spent
some time learning about what don-
keys eat and how to care for them.
The children even had the opportuni-
ty to groom the animals and take
them for a walk.

The school is thinking of adopting
a donkey and the children will then
be able to make regular visits to the

Donkey Sanctuary and find out about
their animal’s progress.  It was such
an exciting, fun visit!  Here are some
of the children’s thoughts and com-
ments:

BBeenn::
“The donkeys like to eat grass, hay
and carrots.”

MMiilllliiee::
“I liked Dixie because his nose 
felt so silky.  Jill was a very sweet
donkey.”

JJaammeess::
“I led the donkeys and then
groomed the donkeys with a brush.”

TThheeoo::
Jill was the smallest donkey but she

was older than Dixie.  Jill is 30 years
old.  Dixie is 17.

GGrraaccee::
“Thank you so much Donkey
Sanctuary.  It was fun!”

Headmistress Diane Stoneman (left) with Sara Al-Sadoon and Form 3 children

Kindergarten and Form 3 were very lucky with
the weather when they visited Dartmoor this
term.  On a sunny June day they enjoyed meet-
ing the animals at the miniature pony centre,
Mortonhampstead.  First the children met the
tiny ponies and brushed and petted them.  Some
of the ponies were no bigger than a large dog!
Next a visit to Pets Paddock proved very reward-
ing and the children met a mouse, a rabbit and a
fluffy guineapig, all very tame and friendly.

After a yummy packed lunch in the café the
children had great fun bouncing and playing in
the indoor play area.  Lastly they learnt the value
of £2.00 as they bought small toys and gifts from
the shop!

The children were very well behaved and thor-
oughly enjoyed the day!

Mrs C Fouracre

The Pony Centre



Amphibious Adventure
And Insects That Pray!

Springtime is always so exciting!
Warmer temperatures and increased
daylight hours bring the trees around
the Bramdean grounds into full leaf
and the gardens are a picture with a
colourful array of flowers enjoyed by
all.  Invertebrate life flourishes and
returning house martins and swifts
soar above the cricket square catch-
ing insects on the wing, their distinc-
tive cries heralding the changing sea-
sons.

Up in the laboratory the boys and
girls have continued to follow the
metamorphic progress of our frog
tadpoles.  On our return from the
Easter break we observed that front
limbs were growing, tails were
shrinking and our first froglets were
emerging onto the rocks ready to
assume an amphibious lifestyle.
With great enthusiasm our brigade of
conservation volunteers including
Luke Tayler, Clair Skinner, Tom
Wheeler, Tom Murrin, Maisey
Shepherd, Keri Blake-Burke, Isabella
Dudley, Fletcher Dobinson, Iman
Attia, Robert Bird and Tom Hunt
carefully gathered up the froglets,
releasing them into and around the
school pond.

The boys and girls have observed
the progress of four stunning little
newt tadpoles.  Newts are particular
favourites of mine, so thanks to
Matthew and James Liggins for
bringing them in from their own
pond.  Newt tadpoles have feathery
gill head adornments giving them a
striking appearance.  To me these
mini-predators have a dragon-like
quality - a mythological beast lurking
in the shallows!  As soon as they had
taken their first steps out of the
water, we released the newts around
the pond to join the froglets.  Let’s
hope in future years all will return
there to breed

One of the highlights this term has

arrived courtesy of new student Jack
O’Hara.  Recently he returned to the
UK from Spain with his family and
with some specimens collected in his
garden.  The specimens were pre-
sented to me during the Easter holi-
day - three brown, roughly spherical
structures each about the size of a
gobstopper with a paper-like texture.
These were oothecae, the egg pods
of praying mantids.  Fantastic!  Each
pod contains dozens of mantid eggs.
One afternoon, just after the start of
term, I noticed a frenzy of activity
around the pods.  The eggs had
started to hatch!  Amazing!  Each
mini mantid scurried around quickly,
stopping for a moment, then
resumed rapid running.  In the wild,
this strategy serves them well as it
enables them to find cover away

from predators and away from each
other - mantid siblings will eat each
other given half a chance!  We have
separated them to avoid the problem
and we will observe their develop-
ment over the coming months.  Let’s
hope that when they reach maturity
we can get them to breed on and
that we will be able to observe their
fascinating reproductive behaviour.

Finally, keep an eye open for the
peregrine falcons.  One chick only
this year.  You should be able to see
them on, or around, St Michael’s
Church, Exeter, where they nest each
year.  The chick will have fledged by
now but all should still be viewable.
Superb!

Have a great summer everyone
and keep watering the sunflowers!

AAnnddrreeww  GGiibbbbss

Biology

T-Shirt Designs
IInn  DDeessiiggnn  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy,,  FFoorrmm  33  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ddeessiiggnniinngg  aanndd  mmaakkiinngg  aa
““SSuummmmeerr  HHoolliiddaayy  TT--sshhiirrtt””  --  ffaasshhiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  bbeeaacchh!!!!    IInn  SScciieennccee  wwee
hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffiinnddiinngg  oouutt  aabboouutt  ‘‘mmiinniibbeeaassttss’’  aanndd  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  hhaavvee
bbeeeenn  ddrraawwiinngg  iinnsseeccttss  oonn  tthhee  ccoommppuutteerr  hhooppiinngg  ttoo  iinnccoorrppoorraattee  tthhiiss
iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  ddeessiiggnn  aafftteerr  tthhee  ttyyiinngg  aanndd  ddyyiinngg  pprroocceessss..
GGrreeaatt  ffuunn  wwaass  hhaadd  bbyy  aallll..

MMrrss  AAll--SSaaddoooonn



On the the biggest issues facing
the world today is the slow but
relentless increase in the global
temperature.  The planet is experi-
encing wild weather regularly and
we hear rumours of England
becoming the best wine-growing
region in Europe.  The gardens are
blossoming earlier every year and
some birds don’t even bother with
the winter migration anymore.  As
we all know, we are to blame for it.
We enjoy a lifestyle of ease and lux-
ury, fuelled by burning fossil fuels in
ever increasing quantities.  We love
our 4X4 vehicles and our cheap
flights to the sun.  All this causes an
increase in the carbon dioxide level
in our atmosphere, from roughly
0.02% before the Industrial
Revolution, to about 0.04% now.
This means that more Infra-Red
light is reflected back to Earth
rather than being radiated out to
space, which in turn causes the
planet to warm up.  Just like a
greenhouse.

The question is, who is to blame
for the rapid global warming expe-
rienced by the planet Mars?
According to NASA scientists,
Mars has warmed by about 0.5C
since the 1970s, just like earth!  In
fact, its southern polar ice cap has
been seen to be shrinking from its
previous size for thee consecutive
years, and is apparently in danger
of disappearing altogether, and on
a much shorter timescale than here
on earth.

There are similar reports about
Jupiter, where climate change is
much more drastic than here.  Over
a seventy year period, Jupiter’s
equatorial temperature is expected
to rise by up to ten degrees
Celsius.  Even Pluto, our nearest
ex-planet, seems to be warming
up.

It seems peculiar that so many
planets in our solar system would

be undergoing the same phenome-
non at the same time, unless there
is a natural explanation.  This is
apparently not the case, however.
Several scientists and especially
politicians have assured us that the
problem here on Earth is not natu-
ral; it is man-made.  Which leads
me to my question: Who is respon-
sible for the global warming on the
other planets?  Little green men,
perhaps?  Maybe they are not so
green after all!

Do you believe in global warm-
ing?  Do you believe we are caus-
ing it?  Should we do something
about it?  Write an essay, or design
a series of posters with a friend to
illustrate your points of view.  The
best essay handed in after the hol-
iday will win a ticket to the movies,
and the best poster (maximum two
authors) will win two movie tickets.

DDrr  EEllooffff

The evidence for little green men

Origins of the Imperial measuring system
TThhee  IImmppeerriiaall  uunniittss  oorr  tthhee  IImmppeerriiaall  ssyysstteemm  iiss  aa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  uunniittss,,  ffiirrsstt
ddeeffiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  WWeeiigghhttss  aanndd  MMeeaassuurreess  AAcctt  ooff  11882244,,  llaatteerr  rreeffiinneedd  ((uunnttiill
11995599))  aanndd  rreedduucceedd..    TThhee  uunniittss  wweerree  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinn  tthhee  UUKK  aanndd  iittss
ccoolloonniieess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  CCoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh  ccoouunnttrriieess  ((tthhoouugghh  mmoosstt
CCoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh  ccoouunnttrriieess  aarree  ooffffiicciiaallllyy  mmeettrriicc))  bbuutt  eexxcclluuddiinngg  tthhee  tthheenn
aallrreeaaddyy  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  ooff  AAmmeerriiccaa..    SSyysstteemmss  ooff  IImmppeerriiaall
uunniittss  aarree  ssoommeettiimmeess  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  aass  ffoooott--ppoouunndd--sseeccoonndd,,  aafftteerr  tthhee  bbaassee
uunniittss  ooff  lleennggtthh,,  mmaassss  aanndd  ttiimmee..

AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhee  mmeeaassuurreemmeennttss  iinn  tthhee  mmeettrriicc  ssyysstteemm  aarree  ddeerriivveedd  ffrroomm
sscciieennttiiffiicc  pprriinncciipplleess,,  tthhee  EEnngglliisshh  uunniitt  mmeeaassuurreemmeennttss  ((aanndd  tthhee  ssuubbssee--
qquueenntt  UUSSAA  aanndd  IImmppeerriiaall  mmeeaassuurreemmeennttss))  aarree  bbaasseedd  oonn  nnaattuurree  aanndd
eevveerryyddaayy  aaccttiivviittiieess..    FFoorr  eexxaammppllee,,  aa  lleeaagguuee  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  ddiissttaannccee
tthhaatt  ccaann  bbee  wwaallkkeedd  iinn  aann  hhoouurr..    SSaaiilloorrss  wwoouulldd  ddrroopp  aa  wweeiigghhtteedd  rrooppee  iinnttoo
tthhee  wwaatteerr,,  lloowweerriinngg  iitt  bbyy  lleennggtthhss  ((wwhheerree  eeaacchh  lleennggtthh  wwaass  mmeeaassuurreedd  bbyy
hhoollddiinngg  tthhee  rrooppee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthheeiirr  oouuttssttrreettcchheedd  aarrmmss))  uunnttiill  tthhee  wweeiigghhtt  aatt
tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  rrooppee  ttoouucchheedd  tthhee  sseeaabbeedd..    TThhiiss  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  ddeeffiinniittiioonn  ooff  aa
ffaatthhoomm  aass  tthhee  ddiissttaannccee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffiinnggeerrttiippss  ooff  oonnee  hhaanndd  ttoo  tthhee  ffiinnggeerrttiippss
ooff  tthhee  ootthheerr  wwhheenn  tthhee  hhaannddss  aarree  hheelldd  ssttrraaiigghhtt  oouutt  ttoo  tthhee  ssiiddeess..    AA  ggrraaiinn
((uusseedd  ttoo  mmeeaassuurree  ssmmaallll  qquuaannttiittiieess  ooff  pprreecciioouuss  mmeettaallss))  iiss  tthhee  wweeiigghhtt  ooff
aa  ggrraaiinn  ooff  wwhheeaatt  oorr  bbaarrlleeyyccoorrnn..

by Keri Blake Burke



TThhee  eenndd  ooff  tteerrmm  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss
SSuummmmeerr  CCoonncceerrtt  wwaass  yyeett  aannootthheerr
ssttaannddiinngg--rroooomm  oonnllyy  eevveenntt,,  ggrreeaatt
eenntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  aanndd  ffuullll  ooff  ffuunn..    TThhee
pprrooggrraammmmee  ooffffeerreedd  ssoommeetthhiinngg  ffoorr
eevveerryyoonnee,,  rreefflleeccttiinngg  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  wwoorrkk
uunnddeerrttaakkeenn  dduurriinngg  tthhee  yyeeaarr  aanndd
sshhoowwiinngg  ooffff  tthhee  hhuuggee  bbaannkk  ooff  ttaalleenntt
aammoonnggsstt  oouurr  ppuuppiillss..

WWiillll  aanndd  FFlleettcchheerr  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  tthhee
ddaannccee  tthhaatt  vveerryy  ddeesseerreeddllyy  wwoonn  tthheemm
aa  ppllaaccee  iinn  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  FFiinnaallss;;
CChhrriissttiinnaa,,  AAlliiccee  aanndd  BBrryyoonnyy  ssaanngg  lliikkee
aannggeellss;;  wwhhiillsstt  LLuukkee  aanndd  TTiimmmmyy  mmaaddee
ppllaayyiinngg  tthhee  oobbooee  aanndd  fflluuttee  ssoouunndd

eeaassyy..    WWee  hhaadd  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  ggrreeaatt
iinnssttrruummeennttaalliissttss  --  JJaammeess  oonn  ttrruummppeett,,
LLyyddiiaa  aanndd  LLaauurreennccee  oonn  vviioolliinn,,  BBrryyoonnyy
oonn  ccllaarriinneett,,  aanndd  nnoott  lleeaasstt,,  tthhee  pprreeccii--
ssiioonn  ddrruummmmiinngg  ooff  DDaanniieellllee,,  SSaamm  aanndd
MMaatttt  oonn  ssnnaarreess..    FFoorrmm  55  hhaadd  uuss
llaauugghhiinngg  iinn  oouurr  sseeaattss,,  aass  ddiidd  SShhaannii,,
DDaanniieellllee  aanndd  AAsshhttoonn,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  tthhee
ppeerrffeecctt  nnoonnaaggeennaarriiaann  ggeennttlleemmeenn..

WWee  aarree  uusseedd  ttoo  hhiigghh  qquuaalliittyy
ssiinnggiinngg  ffrroomm  oouurr  rreennoowwnneedd  CCoonncceerrtt
aanndd  CChhaappeell  CChhooiirr,,  wwhhoo  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd
ssuuppeerrbbllyy  aass  aallwwaayyss..    TThheeyy  wweerree,,
hhoowweevveerr,,  aabbllyy  aassssiisstteedd  bbyy  55AA11  wwhhoo
lleeaadd  tthhee  ssiinnggiinngg  ffoorr  FFlleettcchheerr’’ss  rraatthheerr

uunnuussuuaall  aasssseemmbbllyy;;  bbyy  44AA  wwhhoo  ssaanngg
iinn  ppeerrffeecctt  GGeerrmmaann;;  aanndd  RReemmoovvee  wwhhoo
pplluuggggeedd  tthhee  mmuusstt--hhaavvee  DDVVDD  ooff  tthhee
mmoonntthh,,  ccoommpplleettee  wwiitthh  iimmpprreessssiivvee
eelleeccttrriicc  gguuiittaarr  ssoolloo  ffrroomm  JJaarreedd  aanndd
HHeennrryy’’ss  gguuiittaarr  ssiiddee..

KKiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn,,  FFoorrmm  33,,  33AA  aanndd  44AA
hheelldd  uuss  mmeessmmeerriisseedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ssiinnggiinngg
aanndd  ddrraaggoonn  ddaannccee..

TThhee  ccoonncceerrtt  wwoouunndd  ttoo  aa  ddrraammaattiicc
cclloossee,,  AAlliiccee’’ss  ssttuunnnniinngg  ssoolloo,,  tthhee
CChhaappeell  CChhooiirr  aanndd  tthhee  SScchhooooll  CChhooiirr  --
pplluuss  oonnee  eennoorrmmoouuss  aanndd  hhiigghhllyy
ccoolloouurrffuull  AAmmaazziinngg  TTeecchhnniiccoolloouurr
DDrreeaammccooaatt..

BBrriilllliiaanntt!!    AA  bbiigg  tthhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  aallll  wwhhoo
ttooookk  ppaarrtt  aanndd  ttoo  aallll  wwhhoo  hheellppeedd..

Dr Marino

This is a reproduction of a painting in
oils by Emily Kwong for her final
piece at ‘A’ Level, entitled
‘Surveilance.’
This is what she says about it:
““II  hhaadd  aa  vveerryy  eexxppeerriimmeennttaall  iiddeeaa;;  II
mmaaddee  aa  ccaaggee  aanndd  tthheenn  II  ccaann  ffeeeell
wwhhaatt  iitt  ffeeeellss  lliikkee  bbeeiinngg  ttrraappppeedd..    EEvveenn
tthhoouugghh  iitt  wwaass  jjuusstt  aann  eexxppeerriimmeenntt,,  II
wwaass  vveerryy  nnrreevvoouuss  aatt  tthhee  ffeeeelliinngg  ooff
bbeeiinngg  wwaattcchheedd..    WWhheenn  II  wwaass  iinn  tthhee
ccaaggee  tthheerree  wweerree  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  tthhiinnggss
tthhaatt  wweenntt  tthhrroouugghh  mmyy  mmiinndd  iinn  eeaacchh
sseeccoonndd..    II  wwaass  aa  bbiitt  eemmbbaarraasssseedd  aanndd
ccoonnffuusseedd,,  aa  vveerryy  aawwkkwwaarrdd  ffeeeelliinngg..    IInn
mmyy  ppaaiinnttiinngg  II  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  ttrryy  aanndd
eexxpprreessss  tthhiiss  ffeeeelliinngg..””

Fine Art

The Performing Arts
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At the end of June Mr Gibbs, Dr
Eloff and I went with 5A2 and
Remove to Morwellam, a working
Victorian Village near Tavistock on
the river Tamar.  We went down the
George and Charlotte Copper
Mine, spooky and dripping; worked
as ‘Bal Maidens’ and ‘Bal Boys’
breaking ore on the ‘dressing floor’
and taught our lessons at the

school.  The group dressed in
Victorian clothing, complete with
crinolines and top-hats, and made
rope that could be used on the
Ketch ‘Garlandstone’ tied up in the

harbour.  Although the inclement
weather meant that jumping about
between the raindrops was the
order of the day, everyone enjoyed
their experience in the world of
19th century Cornwall.

K Tayler

Boys’ Games
The Summer Term has seen a lot
of cricket played despite the
atrocious weather in June.  The
U/12’s performed well through-
out the season and recorded
notable victories over St Lukes
School, Uffculme School and
Kelly College.  The U/11’s
reached the regional finals and
beat St Michaels of Tavistock,
Exeter Cathedral, Kelly Prep and
Stover in an encouraging sea-
son.  It was many of the U/9’s
first experience of competitive
cricket and they have thoroughly
enjoyed learning new skills and
progressed well in their four
games.

Since Half Term, the pupils
have been working hard on track
and field athletics (when the
weather allowed!) and achieved
an impressive 92 indoor and out-
door awards at Key Stage 2 and
3.

As a reminder, Opro mouth-
guards will be visiting the school
on September 7th.  If anyone
would like their child to partici-
pate in this fitting please inform
the school office.

Girls’ Games
This term, due to the very rainy
weather, all but two of the girls’
rounders matches were can-
celled.  The under 13 team

played and lost to Cathedral
School and the Under 8 team,
Mrs Priors’ class, had a very
close match against St
Margarets School and won by
15 rounders to 12.

On a terrible rainy afternoon in
June, the Under 11 cricket team
played in a tournament at
Exmouth Cricket Club.  The girls
did well in monsoon conditions,
beating Witheridge and Newton
Poppelford to win two of their
three matches.  Special men-
tions should go to Yasmin
Hodge-England, Abby Hodgson,
Bethany Jim, Ella Virgo,
Persephone Fawcett and Phillipa
Spring who were all soaked
through by the end.

5A2/Remove visit to Morwellam Quay


